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the article plain, and yet the reason of it we cannot see
at all.

Jeremy Taylor did not hesitate, however, to pose before
us these mysteries without a bottom ; he accepted the
existence of a personal Devil, although he admitted,
' we never heard his noises, nor have seen his affrighting
shapes' ; and while daring to exclude unbaptized
infants from its flaming precincts, he expatiated without
reluctance on the horrors of Eternal Torment, and the
unimaginable miseries of the countless millions ' roasting
in the seats of the reprobate, and doomed to dwell with
devils to eternal ages/

The truth is that Jeremy Taylor was not a logical
theologian; he accepted for the most part without
questioning it the Anglican position of the seventeenth
century, that via media between the corruptions of
Roman Catholicism on the one hand, and the dangers of
Puritan fanaticism on the other.1 In his ethical teaching
also we find the same compromise between different ways
of thinking ; his ethics as well as his theology being an
edifice composed, like the architecture of his time, of
mingled classical and medieval elements. The rules he
gives for right conduct in practical affairs are, like most
Christian ethics, a curious blend of Christian ideals, and
the teachings of classical philosophers, of Aristotle and
Plato, of the Epicureans and the Stoics : and he often
quotes, along with the ' orthodox and ancient fathers/
the sayings of the ' wise Heathens/ ' the old brave
philosophers and poets/ who preached that' contentedness
which is the sum of all the old moral philosophy/ and the

1 Principal Tulloch says that Jeremy Taylor's spirit was not
essentially philosophic, rational or liberal. He describes him as
' medieval, ascetic, casuistic in his mature type of thought. He
is a scholastic in argument, a pietist in feeling, a poet in fancy
and expression ; he is not a thinker. He seldom moves in an
atmosphere of purely rational light; and even when his instincts
are liberal and his reason highly rational in its results, he brings
but a slight force of thought, of luminous and direct compre-
hension, to bear upon his work/